
HRS ENRICHMENT READING LIST 
 
The curriculum is not limited to the classroom - students are encouraged to read 
around their subject to enhance and extend their knowledge beyond the syllabus.  

 
 

Subject Suggested books 

Art 1.​ How Painting Happens (and why it matters) by Martin 
Gayford 

2.​ Studio of the South: Van Gogh in Provence by Martin 
Bailey 

3.​ Your Brain on Art: How the Arts Transform Us by Ivy 
Ross & Susan Magsamen 

4.​ David Hockney By David Hockney 
5.​ V&A Introduces - Frida Kahlo 

Biology 1.​ The Body: A Guide for Occupants by Bill Bryson 
2.​ A brief history of everyone who ever lived by Adam 

Rutherford 
3.​ How We Live and Why We Die by Lewis Wolpert 
4.​ Mutants by Armand Marie Leroi 
5.​ Sapiens by Yuval Noah Harrari 

Business Studies 1.​ Making Globalisation work byJoseph Stiglitz  
2.​ The new new thing by Michael Lewis  
3.​ The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell 
4.​ Rich Dad, Poor Dad by Robert T. Kiyosaki 
5.​ How to Win Friends and Influence People by Dale 

Carnegie 

Chemistry 1.​ The Code Book - Simon Singh 
2.​ The Disappearing Spoon: And Other True Tales of Love, 

Madness and the History of the World from the Periodic 
Table of Elements - Sam Kean 

3.​ Lessons in Chemistry - Bonnie Garmus 
4.​ Bad Science - Ben Goldacre 
5.​ Bad Pharma - Ben Goldacre 
6.​ Periodic Tales: The Curious Live of Elements - Hugh 

Aldersey-Williams   

Child Development 1.​ This is Going to Hurt by Adam Kay, 2004 
2.​ Flour Babies by Anne Fine 1994 

Classical 
Civilisation 
 

1.​ Emperor of Rome: Mary Beard 
2.​ Rubicon: Tom Holland 
3.​ Venus & Aphrodite - History of a Goddess: Bettany 

Hughes 
4.​ Mythos: Stephen Fry 
5.​ X Marks the Spot - An Adventurous History of 

Archaeology: Michael Scott 

https://shop.nationalgallery.org.uk/how-paintings-happens-and-why-it-matters-1056892.html
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0593449231/ref=as_at?tag=fivebooks001-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0593449231/ref=as_at?tag=fivebooks001-20
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0810910586?tag=fivboo-21


Criminology ●​ Any books by leading Criminologist David Wilson. He has 
also done some documentaries you could search on 
YouTube or BBC iPlayer.  

●​ A Few Kind Words and a Loaded Gun – Razor Smith – 
The autobiography of a career criminal.  

●​ Under the Wig – William Clegg QC – A book written by a 
criminal barrister about his experiences  

●​ Chris Atkins -Written by an acclaimed documentary-film 
maker about his real-life experience after he finds himself 
behind bars for tax fraud.  

●​ Criminology – Tim Newburn – This is an incredibly 
detailed textbook which is challenging. It is excellent but 
more for undergraduate level if you are considering 
taking Criminology further than A level. 

Design and Technology ●​ Dyson on Design by James Dyson 
●​ Invention by Dyson 
●​ 20th Century Icons by James Dyson 
●​ The Eco-design Handbook by Alistair Fuad-lake 
●​ Fashion Design by Sue Jenkyn Jones 
●​ Introducing Design 1900 - Now [V&A article] 

Dance Choreography: The Basics - Jenny Roch 

Drama ‘An Actor Prepares’, Stanislavski; ‘Impro’ Keith Johnstone; ‘A 
World Elsewhere’ Stephen Berkoff; ‘Brecht on Theatre’ Bertolt 
Brecht; ‘The Frantic Assembly Book of Devising Theatre’ Scott 
Graham. 

Employment and 
Enterprise 

1.​ The Innovator's Dilemma by Clayton M. Christensen 
2.​ The Lean Startup by Eric Ries 
3.​ The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen R. 

Covey 
4.​ The Diary of a CEO; 33 laws of Business and Life by 

Steven Barlett  
5.​ The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell 

Environmental Science A life on our planet- David Attenborough 

English The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald 
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
The Heart’s Invisible Furies by John Boyne 
Catch 22 by Joseph Heler 
1984 by George Orwell 

French Familiar children’s stories eg Mister men ( collection bonhomme) 
the gruffalo, Aesop’s fable 
Le petit Nicholas, Sempé Goscinny 
Livre audio 
Hercule Poirot books 



Any parallel texts 

Spanish Familiar children’s stories eg Mister men, the gruffalo, Aesop’s 
fable 
Any parallel texts 
 

Geography Fashionopolis (Young reader’s version)- Dana Thomas. 
Don’t go there- Adam Fletcher 
The story of stuff- Annie Leonard 
The boy who biked the world- Alistair Humphreys (not a relative 
of Miss Humphreys!) 

Health and Social Care This is Going to Hurt by Adam Kay, 2004 
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green, 2012 
No Child of Mine by Susan Lewis, 2013 

History 24 Hours at the Somme - Robert Kershaw 
The Crusades- War for the Holy Land: Thomas 
Asbridge 
Powers and Thrones- Dan Jones 
Abyss - Max Hastings 
Checkmate in Berlin - Giles Milton 

Mathematics 1089 and all that - David Acheson 
17 equations that changed the world - Ian Stewart 
Hoard of Mathematical treasures - Ian Stewart 
The Number Devil - Hans Magnus Enzensberger 
50 Mathematical Ideas - Tony Crilly 
As easy as Pi.- Jamie Buchan 
Bletchley Park Brainteasers - Sinclair McKay 

Media Film Art: An Introduction - Bordwell and Thompson 
The Cinema Book - Pam Cook 
Dancing in the Distraction Factory - Andrew Goodwin 
Media Theory for A Level - Mark Dixon 
Filmish - Edward Ross 

Music The Inner Game of Music, Timothy Gallwey 

PE 
 

Zion Unmatched - James S. Hirsh / Zion Clark 
Kicking Off: Dirk, Kerr Girls - Eve Ainsworth 
Marcus Rashford You are a Champion: How to be the best you 
can be -  Marcus Rasford 
Armistice Runner - Tom Palmer 
Gloves Off - Louisa Reid 
Run Rebel - Manjeet Mann 

Physics 1.​ In Search of Schrodinger's Cat and In Search of the 
Multiverse - John Gribben.  

2.​ The Physics of the Impossible - Michio Kaku.  
3.​ Hyperspace Marauder - Lo Khan.  
4.​ Surely You're Joking Mr Feynman - Richard Feynman.  
5.​ The Trouble with Physics - Lee Smolin.  



6.​ How to Teach Quantum Physics to your Dog - Chad 
Orzel.   

7.​ 50 Physics Ideas You Really Need to Know - Joanne 
Baker.   

8.​ About Time - Adam Frank.   
9.​ The Particle at the End of the Universe - Sean Carroll.  
10.​ The Quantum Universe - Brian Cox and Jeff Forshaw. 

Psychology ●​ The Man Who Couldn’t Stop by David Adam 
●​ Quirkology by Richard Wiseman 
●​ Bad Science by Ben Goldacre 
●​ Trick or Treatment by Simon Singh and Edzard Ernst 

Religious Studies 

 

1.​ A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 
2.​ The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
3.​ Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up For Education And 

Changed The World by Malala Yousafzai 
4.​ Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephaniah 
5.​ The "Very Short Introductions" series from Oxford 

University Press eg: The Very Short Introduction to Buddhism 
6.​ It's Not About the Burqa: Muslim Women on Faith, 

Feminism, Sexuality and Race edited by Mariam Khan 
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